
Skeleton Melody 
for Composition and Improvisation 

 

1. Choose a chord progression (e.g. Key of C major: ii - V - I - iv = dm - G - C - am). 

2. Choose a skeleton melody from the list below (e.g. 1531 - indicates the interval of the chord). 

3. Play the skeleton melody over the chord progression. 

     d   -  d -  e  - a 

 Skeleton Melody: 1   -  5 -  3  - 1 

 Chord Progression: dm - G - C - am 

    ii    - V -  I -  iv 

4. Play the skeleton melody over the chord progression a few times to allow for the flow of melodic ideas. 

5. Add notes using scales, arpeggios, skips, and leaps, appoggiaturas, suspensions, etc. in between the skeleton  

    melody to create a catchy melody. 

6. Transpose the melody to different modes and keys to expand and develop the melody. 
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